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We at the Davidson Housing Coalition 
understand that the need for local affordable 
housing options and financial empowerment has 
never been greater. 

Today’s dramatically rising land and housing 
costs, consumer inflation, and the rapid influx of 
newcomers to our region all combine to diminish 
housing opportunities for lower income citizens.  

We find hope in the resilience of our residents 
and inspiration in the outpouring of support from 
our partners, elected officials, and neighbors. 
Davidson Housing Coalition continues to 
sharpen its focus to provide exceptional Affordable 
Housing options, Financial Support, Financial 
Empowerment, and Home Repairs to help 
preserve the traditional diversity that distinguishes 
Davidson as a town. 

We are grateful for all our partners who work 
side by side with Davidson Housing Coalition to 
preserve and create affordable housing options, 
and to prepare families and individuals for 
financial stability and homeownership. This year, 
we provided $14,000 in financial support to more 
than 20 families to help with rent, utilities, and 

prescriptions. Through HAMMERS, our home 
repair program, we completed three projects to 
address critical safety needs and keep homeowners 
safe and comfortable in their homes. In addition, 
we provided 180 hours of homeownership and 
financial empowerment education to residents of 
Davidson and the North Mecklenburg area.  

We continue to explore opportunities to 
develop affordable housing units and to create 
other innovative strategies that will increase the 
supply of affordable housing in Davidson and the 
surrounding area. Through Affordable for US, our 
recently piloted rental subsidy program, we expect 
to serve 15 families this upcoming year. This 
program allows us to make existing market-rate 
housing affordable for those paying more than 30 
percent of household income towards rent.  

It is only with the generosity of friends and 
donors like you that Davidson Housing Coalition 
can offer such life-changing support, as you’ll see in 
the stories offered by our neighbors. Thank you for 
your commitment to our mission as we continue 
to strengthen our community. 

DEAR FRIENDS,

Gerald Wright, 
Executive Director

Margaret Martens, 
Board Chair

Davidson Housing Coalition believes that Davidson’s traditional mix of people in all income 
levels is fundamental to our community and distinguishes US as a town.

The mission of Davidson Housing Coalition is to work with the larger community to preserve 
and create affordable housing options, and to prepare families and individuals for financial 
stability and homeownership.
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“You can’t beat it,” remarks Elgin Nathan of the 
DHC apartment he rents on Jetton Street. Elgin 
moved into one of DHC’s Jetton Street duplexes 
in December 2021. “I like the quiet atmosphere. 
I have nice neighbors. And, it’s a great location - 
close to everything. I just jump on my scooter 
to get to Harris Teeter or head to Davidson’s 
basketball games.”

Elgin, a 63-year-old disabled Air Force 
veteran, has limited mobility and appreciates the 
handicapped access that his current apartment 
offers. He served as a computer operator with the 

Military Airlift Command in California just after the 
Viet Nam War ended. He learned about DHC from 
his Veterans Affairs counselor in Charlotte. “The 
application process was a gem. I know because 
this was not my first rodeo. Candi (DHC’s property 
manager) walked me through everything. She 
was clear about what I needed to get into one of 
DHC’s rentals and she helped me get it.”

“I love Davidson. DHC is wonderful. The staff is 
very nice and very helpful. I hope to be here for a 
long time.”

The Bungalows isn’t the first place that Susan 
has rented. She also rented in her home state of 
California. In 2018, the situation there became 
so difficult that she knew that she had to leave.

Susan came to North Carolina to be near her 
son and his family, residents of Davidson. After 
an initial move to Mooresville, she learned that 
an apartment at The Bungalows was available; 
on Christmas Eve of 2019 she moved in, “glad 
to come.” It has been a good move for her.

A companionable person herself, Susan 

has been delighted to find the people in 
the Bungalows community so friendly. “The 
Bungalows are homey and attractive, and 
I especially love the balconies! I feel safe 
here,” she said. Davidson reminds Susan of 
her hometown in California that she loves to 
this day. “I’m grateful that there is affordable 
housing in Davidson,” and, indeed, the 
Davidson community is grateful that she has 
found a home here as well.

SUSAN, RESIDENT

“Davidson is such a welcoming place. I have 
wonderful neighbors. This is a beautiful community 
that I want to be involved in.” And, she is. Mary 
Walsh, a 10-year resident of one of DHC’s duplexes 
on Mock Circle, volunteers at the library, works 
part-time at the Lake Norman Y, babysits for several 
families, and has served on the Town’s Affordable 
Housing and Equity Board. Mary’s path to Davidson 
included a 25-year career in social work in which 
she worked with abused and neglected children, 
homeless individuals, and disabled adults and 
children. 

Many years ago, she was emerging from a 
“difficult situation” and in urgent need of a safe 
place to live. Staff at DHC helped her fine-tune 
her resume, connected her with the Y where she 

interviewed for a position in 2012, and offered her 
a one-bedroom rental. 

“DHC is a lifesaver. From the support I received 
during the pandemic, to my newly replaced 
dishwasher, washer and dryer, and the relationship 
I have with Candi, I feel safe and secure. DHC staff 
is really there for the residents.”

Mary continues, “People who have chosen 
careers for the public good, like teachers, first 
responders and social workers, may not earn the 
income to buy a home here. And this is a time when 
we say we want our children to grow up around 
diversity—including economic diversity.”

“DHC’s funding goes to change people’s lives. 
And, wow, has DHC changed mine!”

OUR NEIGHBORS’ STORIES 

ELGIN NATHAN, RESIDENT

MARY WALSH, RESIDENT

THE BUNGALOWS



“DHC helped me when I needed it the 
most. I was so happy, I cried,” shares a 
Davidson resident about her experience with 
HAMMERS. “It was a lifesaver for me. My 
husband and I have back and knee issues 
that made it no longer possible for us to get 
in and out of our bathtub safely. I got prices 
for what it would cost to replace it with a 
walk-in shower, and it wasn’t going to be 
possible for us. That’s when I filled out the 
HAMMERS application.”

“Candi is fantastic. She walked me through 
the application process. She cares about the 
people she serves. The next thing I knew, 

the construction crew came through and 
installed our walk-in shower and grab bar. 
They were fantastic – quick and precise.” 

When asked what she would like other 
homeowners who are faced with urgent 
repair or upfitting needs to know, she 
suggests, “Even if you’re not sure you’ll 
qualify, fill out the application. There is a 
service here for people and DHC wants to 
help.”

AN INTERVIEW WITH 
MICHELE CROWELL & CAROL ROBINSON

Michele Crowell (above left) and Carol Robinson (above right) 
are members of both the DHC Board of Directors and its 
communications committee. Michele was elected to the position 
of Secretary at the board’s April meeting. They shared their 
experiences in a recent interview, excerpted here.
  WHAT LED YOU TO PARTICIPATING IN THE LIFE OF THE   
  DAVIDSON HOUSING COALITION?
Carol: When I became ill, my income changed, so I had to leave my 
comfortable duplex because rent was too much. I loved Davidson 
and I wanted to stay here. I understand how scary it is not to 
know where I would lay my head at night, not to have a place of 
my own. It was a happy day when I moved into The Bungalows in 
January of 2013. 
Michele: I ended up having hard times, facing eviction. We were 
homeless for a year, and then we went to Hope House for a month 
or so. Then, I had a wonderful call from DHC that an apartment 
was available! And I asked myself, where is Creekside Corner? 
I had been to Christmas in Davidson but that was all. I felt like 
Davidson picked me, and not the other way around.
  WHAT HAVE BEEN YOUR EXPERIENCES LIVING IN A DHC
  PROPERTY?
Michele: I have nothing but love for Creekside Corner. We lived 

there for about 5 1/2 years, and it is probably the first stable place 
that my son Jayden can remember being his home. I finished my 
degree at NC State in 2018. I gained financial stability because of 
DHC and my time at Creekside Corner.
Carol: I really love being here at The Bungalows. I had never 
lived in an apartment before, and I didn’t know what it would 
be like. I have been delightfully surprised. I live in a second-floor 
apartment, and I can throw open the windows, making my house 
like a big sunroom.
  BOTH OF YOU JOINED THE DHC BOARD. TELL ME ABOUT THAT. 
Michele: Most boards comprise people who are not representative 
of the community they serve. This board has that representation. 
Our voices are heard. This board knows that people from all walks 
of life benefit from living in such a great town. Being on the board 
has helped me see these needs and it has been a wonderful 
experience to work with everybody.
Carol: DHC was a real lifeline for me. I truly do not know what I 
would have done without it. Now, I want to give back and make 
a difference. What impresses me the most is how much heart 
the board exhibits. I am interested in town issues surrounding 
affordable housing and hope to help citizens see the importance 
of what we do.
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Hours per week worked to afford 
a one-bedroom unit at market rent 
in Mecklenburg County if earning 
minimum wage ($7.25)

Holidays for Hope and Housing last 
December raised more than $102,000 
with more than 1,000 households 
participating across Davidson, Mooresville 
and Cornelius. Adding to that figure the 
additional donations received during the 
holiday season bring the grand total of 
holiday giving to $128,765, about a 10% 
increase over the record-breaking total of 
$117,236 in 2020! We are deeply grateful 
for our community’s generosity.

The money raised ensures that DHC 
can continue its work to provide affordable 
housing options in Davidson and to support 
low-income households in our community, 
such as through urgent home repairs, 
affordable rentals, homebuyer education, 
and financial counseling, and support for 

those struggling to pay rent, utilities, and 
medical bills.

Our many volunteers and sponsors 
make this event possible. We owe a debt 
of gratitude to St. Alban’s Episcopal 
Church, the Lake Norman Teen Council, 
the Community School of Davidson, and 
Boy Scout Troop 58. We also thank our 
wonderful community sponsors, Metrolina, 
Total Bond Veterinary Hospitals, C. 
DeWitt Foard, and Wade Associates. And, 
many thanks to the dozens of volunteer 
Neighborhood Captains who serve as 
DHC’s “boots on the ground” getting the 
word out to their neighbors and distributing 
the lovely luminaries that set our streets 
aglow for one special evening in December. 

JOIN US SATURDAY, 
DECEMBER 17 FOR 
THIS YEAR’S EVENT

Cost burdened** renter households 
in Mecklenburg County

Cost burdened** owner-occupied 
households in Mecklenburg County

Shortage in number of units 
affordable and available to 
households below 30% of AMI in 
Mecklenburg County 

83,162* 40,546* 23,022*

Total disbursements DHC provided 
in emergency financial support in 
FY22 (rent, utility, and medical/
prescription payments)

$14,356
Total combined annual savings in rent 
for our residents in Creekside Corner 
and The Bungalows compared to local 
market rents

$376,600

** Spending more than 30% of gross income on housing related expenses* Source: Charlotte-Mecklenburg Housing & Homelessness Data Fact Sheet/2021

116*

NOTABLE
NUMBERS

BECOME A SUPPORTER WITH A FINANCIAL DONATION BY VISITING
davidsonhousing.org/donate


